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posHiona, re,a«ons\p fmm*. *» ■*» —*'» corap " 5 " 19: 
a housing ha\na a hooMK* member. 

apa . pi vo t aV--»-- S '" aa " dMin9mOVa6 ' eBe,Weena d L ha 
a solenoid supported\y the housing; and 

a l0C Kin g member actld b y said solenoid, the locking member being movable 

between extended and retracted\ositions, 
S .e re mw,e„ th epa«u m ls,eKeepe,^ 9 c,osm 9 o fm e f , re ,ana^ 

u, * . a .m 1 herein said pawl member is arranged parallel 
The latch assembly of claim 1 , wherein sa.u H 
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H from the keeper. 



with said housing. v 

3. Th e,a,ehasse m *o,c,a i m1.wt,ere\sa, (l pa^me mM r,sa ira n g ea 

perpendicular with said housing. 

4. A latch comprising: 
a housing having a hook-like structure; 
acatchbarsuppo^ 

25 bar being movable between locked and unlocked positions; 
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aVjawl pivotally supported by said housing proximate said hook-like structure, said pawl 
being movable between a closed and an open position, said pawl being biased toward said 
open position, said pawl having a bottom lug; 

catch l^ar biasing means for biasing said catch bar toward engagement with said bottom 
lug; and 

a handle p'ivotally attached to said housing, said handle having an actuating arm which 
is engageble with ssud catch bar when said catch bar is in said unlocked position. 

5. A latchWsembly comprising: 

a housing having at least a pair of hook-shaped structures; 

a catch beam supported by said housing for translational movement, said catch beam 
being movable between locked and unlocked positions; 

at least a pair of pawls pivotally supported by said housing wherein each of said pawls 
being proximate a corresponding^hook-shaped structure of said hook-shaped structures, each 
of said pawls being movable between a closed and an open position, each of said pawls being 
biased toward said open position, each of said pawls having a bottom lug; 

a catch beam biasing means for v biasing said catch beam toward engagement with said 
bottom lug; and 

a solenoid assembly being in communication with said catch beam and said catch beam 
biasing means wherein activation of said solenoid assembly causing linear translational 
movement of said catch beam from a locked position to an unlocked position. 

6. A latch assembly comprising: 
a housing having at least one pair of hook-shaped structures; 
at least one pair of pawls pivotally supported said housing wherein each of said pawls 

is positioned proximate a respective one of said hook-stiaped structures, each of said at least 
one pair of pawls being movable between a closed positron and an open position, each of said 
at least one pair of pawls being biased toward said open position; 
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aVatch beam supported by said housing for movement between locked and unlocked 
positions, said catch beam being engageable with said at least one pair of pawls to thereby 
essentially maintain each of said at least one pair of pawls in said closed position when said at 
least one pair o\pawls are each in said closed position and said catch beam is in said locked 
position; and 

a solenoid assembly operating to move said catch beam to said unlocked position when 
said solenoid is energized. 



